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polluters

species

wa
ter

We believe that the current model for agriculture, based on 
few people and lots of inputs is on the road to ruin. We thus 
suggest to structure it as a new ‘cultivated ecosystem’. Build in 
a cheap energy context, agriculture today is largely dependent 
on subventions and chemical inputs. As a main consequence, 
water is polluted but furthermore we observe a tendency to 
monoculture and little biodiversity. On the long term we want 
to get to a perennial system, built on agriculture landscape 
and natural riches. 

We will reach this new cultivated landscape following two 
main ideas: work on ecological corridors and diversification 
of cultures. 

First, ecological corridors are filters to pollutions, they allow 
species to circulate and help waters to infiltrate the soils. The 
key reserves on which we can count are: the Esonne River and 
its biodiversity reserve, the forest corridor lying at the edge 
with the Beauce plateau in the South and the large communal 
forests. Small afforestation and an important water network 
on the plateau will be used as relay-reserves.

 (shéma)

The multiple, productive and ecological functions of the forest 
at the edge of the plateau will build up a continuity that will 
enable forestry to develop with soft mobility, touristic paths 
and biodiversity.

Forests are also sprawling over the cultivated plain, with 
varied species of hedges along water flows and pathways. 
These hedges have several functions: they retain water and 
make infiltration easier; they also limit the passing of polluters 
into the water, while a part of them is retained by the roots of 
trees. This hedge also acts as a wind-breaker that protect the 
cultivated plants and as a path for the circulation of fauna.

Furthermore, these hedges invite us to walk into the open 
space and complete our proposal for cycling ways.

Then, the diversification of cultures is essential to sustain 
the soils. Currently, grains and oleaginous seeds represent 
75% of cultivated areas in Essonne. Priority should be given 
to market gardening or agroforestry in the acquisition of 
remaining free plots.

Our last proposal to limit the dependency of agriculture on 
chemicals and ensure complementary incomes to landowners 
is to develop a rotation system based on legume and 
methanization.   Biogas issued from methanisation process 
can then be used as a stockable energy to produce electricity 

D - enhanCe : towarDs a new 
CultivateD  “eCosystem”

or heat.  The remaining substrate of the process can be spread 
over cultivated soils and serve as fertilizer. Legumes like lucerne 
are very efficient in terms of production of methane and, in a 
rotation system; they help fixing nitrogen from the air in the 
soil for the next plantation. 

We follow the development projects of the Sémardel and 
amplify them to a change in agriculture. But of course, this 
system would also need a new legislative approach to enhance 
it.

Current state

first steps of diversification

living hedge

functioning cultivated ecosystem 
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RELAY

CONNECTIONS / BIKE TRACKS

FOREST 

BIO-CONNECTIONS

RER - STATIONS - LINES

URBAN AREA

MAIN GREEN BELT
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-Transcend open spaces-
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manifesto  

for rebalance
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The South of Ile-de-France (‘sud francilien’) has developed according to a pattern 
of urban sprawl, which has resulted in the juxtaposition of large monofunctional 
areas: residential neighborhoods, commercial zones, shopping malls, etc. On 
the one hand, this mode of spatial organization imposes a dependency on 
car use and an excessive number of travels for residents, generating lifestyles 
which consume a lot of energy. On the other hand, urban sprawl has created 
competition between the different functions of the region and pressure on natural 
and agricultural spaces.

Introduction 

Analysis

We see that spaces of consumption 
play a predominant role in the spatial 
organization of the sud francilien. 
Large commercial zones such as Carré 
Sénart constitutes centralities for the 
inhabitants of the region: during the 
weekend, they also become places 
for leisure and social life. Excessive 
concentration of retail  in these large 
shopping centers (inner city malls and 
suburban shopping centers) generate 
a lot of nuisance: longer distances 
to travel, more time and energy wasted in traffic jams, high level of carbon 
emissions... A model that is neither sustainable in its economic principles nor 
in its spatial organization.

In terms of economic model, large shopping centers are the physical translation 
of large retail companies’ development strategies set at the national scale. 
Large retailers earn money by massively selling cheap products and buying 
them even cheaper from large-scale producers worldwide. Such economic 
model therefore impacts the entire supply chain: demand for mass produce is 
partially responsible for the development of large-scale intensive farming and 
the difficulties encountered by smaller-scale local farmers. Consumption, and 
retail, are no longer connected to the local productive base of the region. In 
addition, large retailers create unfair competition for any other form of retail, 
especially small inner-city stores, which profitability relies on higher margins 
on products. As a result today, independent businesses only represent 16% of 
the total revenue in retail sales in France.

Catchment area of La Croix Blanche

Center of Essonne map, per type of use

manifesto  

for rebalance
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Even though large shopping centers are often perceived as employment areas, 
they are also responsible for the destruction of local jobs: Directly through the 
closing down of many local businesses, and indirectly with the bankruptcy of 
small, local farmers, who can’t grow enough produce to meet large retailers’ 
year-round demands.

In addition, this model of commercial development relies on a constant need 
for expansion. Large retailers always seek to extend their business premises to 
gain power when negotiating with their suppliers and realize further economies 
of scale. In doing so, they add on to urban sprawl, threatening natural and 
agricultural land and leading to the multiplication of big bow stores in the 
periphery of towns. Over the past ten years, the number of newly developed 
commercial land per year has kept increasing, boosted by the aggravation of 
competition between brands.

The lack of public control over commercial developments also share some 
responsibility for this phenomenon. CDAC (Commissions d’Aménagement 
Commercial, local planning commissions appointed for the specific purpose of 
reviewing permits applications for shopping centers and retail projects above 1000 
square meters) have been almost always approving new projects. In 2011, 95% of 
applications where approved without changes in France (Procos). Municipalities 
are competing against each other to attract shopping centers in their cities, at the 
cost of broader and more comprehensive planning for commercial developments. 
This often leads local authorities to approve projects without thinking about their 
long-term impact on the local landscape, and to lower commercial taxes. This 
is particularly true in Essonne, where taxes on business properties are largely 
inferior to the French average.

Since 2000, there is has been growing gap between new commercial developments 
and the spending power of French households. If current development pattern 
remains unchanged, this discrepancy could lead to a real estate bubble in the 
retail sector. This phenomenon is particularly alarming since suburban shopping 
centers seems to be less and less competitive as new forms of retail and new 

shopping practices emerge (e-commerce, lifestyle centers, sharing economy) and 
large retailers witness a decrease in profitability (in terms of margin per square 
meter of retail space). 

The South of Ile-de-France is currently prisoner of an unhealthy pattern of urban 
development, pushed by the continuous sprawl of shopping centers. This model of 
spatial organization prevents any real transition toward more sustainable modes 
of production and consumption, and better lifestyles for the residents of the ‘sud 
francilien’. This is the reason why we have chosen to put  spaces of consumption 
at the center of our approach. We believe it is critical to anticipate the death 
of the shopping center, which economic model is under increasing pressure, in 
order to prevent the disruption of the local economy and the multiplication of 
commercial brownfields throughout the region. Our project therefore aims to 
propose a new, balanced model of urban development to reinforce the resilience 
of the South of Ile-de-France region and to develop a sustainable local economy.
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For us, transition means putting people first: we believe that transition should 
not mean more constraints on people’s lives but instead create new opportunities 
for a better life. Thus, we want to achieve transition in the South of Ile-de-France 
through a new model of urban development designed for people and to propose 
an alternative to the current pattern of fragmentation of uses and domination of 
large commercial centers, which place constraints on the local residents’ lifestyles. 
Indeed, we see the concentration of retail uses as a generator of longer distances 
to travel, sprawl, discomfort for users and unsustainable lifestyles.

Transition is a crucial opportunity to shift the focus away from competition and 
instead develop a new model of complementarity between all the different zones of 
the region. This new model relies on two guiding principles: deconcentration and 
multifunctionnality. We therefore propose to use the ‘sud francilien’ as a laboratory 
to implement a deconcentrated model of development and reconnecting people 
and places together.

Our central idea is to reorganize functions and uses throughout the region in 
order to put a halt to the domination of commercial areas. We propose a more 
balanced pattern of development for the ‘sud francilien’, using mobility and the 
distribution of uses as our two main levers for change.

By acting on the existing spaces of consumption, we hope to trigger changes in the 
whole supply chain and create new opportunities for local producers. Eventually, 
this new sustainable model of urban development will offer a better quality of 
life to everyone and achieve the ‘end goal’ of reducing our energy consumption 
and our ecological footprint.

Our analysis has brought to light the imbalance in the region and the polarization 
of lifestyles around large shopping centers. Our vision is to rebalance functions 
and uses throughout the region by acting on the two sides of the territorial scale: 
reduce the domination of shopping centers in the region, rebalance the other 
zones by reintroducing retail spaces for local produce consumption and reinforce 
the local economy by developing the ecomaterials sector.

Manifesto Our approach

We see the distribution of functions in the South of Ile-de-France as an ecosystem 
whose equilibrium is currently in danger and needs to be restored. Indeed, the 
concentration of retail in large shopping centers and the dependency on car 
as the only effective transportation mode to link all the monofunctional zones 
together create a dangerous imbalance. In the likely scenario of a collapse of the 
current model of commercial developments, the whole spatial organization of 



73The southern Paris region as a laboratory  
for localising the energy, ecological, urban and rural transition

TEAM D

‘sud francilien’ and the lifestyles of its residents are directly at stake.

Reintroducing multifunctionality in the different neighborhoods is therefore 
essential in order to improve the resilience of the region to natural, human and 
economic disasters. Following this idea of rebalancing functions and reaching a 
new equilibrium, our long-term vision for the South of Ile-de-France is a more 
sustainable and more balanced region, less dependent on the fluctuation of the 
world economy, and capable to adapt to the future evolution of society. 

Our strategy follows three main axes of intervention to rebalance production 
and consumption spaces in the South of Ile-de-France: stop the domination of 
large shopping centers on the rest of the region, develop a strong local economy 
based on ecomaterials by building on the existing agricultural foundation of the 
region, diversify uses in residential neighbourhoods to support local food systems 
and encourage a modal shift toward active transportation for local travels.

In order to illustrate our strategy for the ‘sud francilien’, we have chosen three sites 
which reflects our three axes of intervention. Our principal goal is to break from 
the current model of commercial development and the domination of shopping 
centers on other functions, which is why we have selected Croix Blanche, Ile-
de-France’s largest retail park, which constitutes the archetype of the poorly 
planned and controlled commercial development. From this initial example, 
we have selected two other project sites located within the catchment area of 
Croix Blanche: one residential neighbourhood in Sainte-Geneviève-des-Bois, as 
a typical example of single-family dwelling suburban area, and an agricultural 
area just south of Croix Blanche. This second area will allow us to illustrate our 
proposed evolution of farming in the region though the diversification of crops 
and the development of the ecomaterials sector in order to create sustainable 
local jobs. We are also interested in this area because two high potential sites 
are located within it: the waste treatment plant run by Sémardel, and the former 
airport base BA217, which is targeted for redevelopment.

All these three projects have been conceived as examples to illustrate with concrete 
examples how our strategy aims to, in fine, impulse economic and energetic 
transition in the ‘sud francilien’ region. These projects are therefore prototypes 
for a more comprehensive strategy to rethink the relationship between residential, 
commercial and agricultural areas in the region, and to develop tools and ideas 
that can be replicated elsewhere in the South of Ile-de-France.

Map of the center of Essonne, localisation des 3 périmètres d’actions

Individual dwelling in Sainte-Geneviève-des-Bois

La Croix Blanche

Farmland area
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MORE BIG BOX STORES CLOSE

    

STOP EXPANDING CONCENTRATED 
COMMERCIAL AREAS FIRST STORE CLOSES

COMMERCIAL 
BROWNFIELDS JOBS DESTROYED

SCHOOL FIELD USE FOR  LOCAL MAR-
KET DISTRIBUTION

PRODUCING VEGETABLES 
IN AIRBASE 217

INSTALL A PROCESS UNIT FOR 
STRAW IN AIRBASE 217 WHICH 

COULD ALSO TRANSFORM 
WHEAT

DIVERSIFICATION OF 
CROPS FOR ECOMATERIALS, 
VEGETABLES AND BIOMASS

COMMUNITY GARDENS

USING ECOMATERIAL FOR 
RENOVATION OF PUBLIC 

BUILDINGS

-BIKE INFRASTRUCTURES (locks/
storage)
- REDUCE CAR SPEED
- PROMOTE CARSHARING

INCREASE IN DEMAND 
FOR LOCAL VEGETABLES

INCREASE IN DEMAND FOR 
ECOMATERIAL

DROP OF PRICE FOR 
ECOMATERIALS

SHORT-TERM MID-TERM

CommercIAL

RESIDENTIAL

Agriculture
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MORE BIG BOX STORES CLOSE

    

 
ResultS

NEW BUILDINGS MADE OF 
ECOMATERIALS

-NEW BIKE LINE
- GREEN PARKING 
- GREEN PUBLIC SPACE

PUBLIC FACILITIES OPEN
MULTIFUNCTIONAL 
COMMERIAL SPACES

diversified 
neighbourhoodS with 
retail STORES,  JOBS AND 

HOUSING

MORE DIVERSIFIED CROPS, 
INDUSTRIES, TYPES OF JOBS

DEVELOPMENT OF SHARED 
ECONOMY

REDUCING THE GLOBAL 
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

mORE LOCAL TRAVELS

LOCAL FOOD CYCLE

HEAT PRODUCTION IN SEMARDEL 
WITH COGENERATION, TO PROVIDE 

URBAN HEATING DISTRIBUTION  

CONVERT FEW 
BUILDINGS INTO 

OFFICE SPACE

USING ECOMATERIAL 
FOR RENOVATION 
OF RESIDENTIAL 

BUILDINGS

STORES OPEN IN 
RESIDENTIAL AREA

densification 
OF HOUSING

EXTENSION OF 
URBAN HEATING 

DISTRIBUTION

MORE JOBS IN 
ECOMATERIAL SECTOR

STRONG DEMAND FOR 
ECOMATERIALS

-LESS COMPETITION FROM 
SUPERMARKETS 
- REVIVAL OF LOCAL STORES

LESS  CAR TRIPS, MORE 
LOCAL TRAVELLING FOR 

SHOPPING 

LONG-term

DEVELOP TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR ECO-

MATERIAL PRODUCTION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION

USING ORGANIC WASTE AND 
BIOMASS TO PRODUCE ENERGY
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In the « planned decline » phase 
of Croix Blanche, the municipality 
invests in open spaces to prepare 
the transformation of the area. 
Decontamination of the land is 
initiated through phytoremediation, 
while other open spaces are turned 
into tree planting sites to grow the 
trees that will later be planted in the 
local parks of the neighbourhood.

Our first intervention is to 
put an end to the expansion of 
Croix Blanche by declining new 
commercial development projects. 
A rise in commercial taxes follows 
to demonstrate the public will to 
transform the zone. These two 
measures are combined to hinder 
the excessive expansion strategies 
from large retailers and to impulse 
the evolution of large shopping 
centers before their foreseen death.

The  closing of several stores, as 
consumers progressively turn away 
from the big-box store model, is 
an opportunity to reintroduce 
multifunctionnality in the area. By 
preempting land at a low price, local 
authorities develop housing, green 
spaces, and in the long run, public 
facilities to serve the new residents 
of the mixed-use neighbourhood of 
Croix Blanche. The creation of bike lanes is a 

key element to encourage active 
transportation in the future mixed-
use neighbourhood. Green parkings 
lots are also built to facilitate 
rainwater management.

Commercial areas

Map of La Croix Blanche, step 1
Stop expanding

Map of La Croix Blanche, step 2
Stores closing, brownfields appears

Map of La Croix Blanche, step 3
More shops closing, building housing

Map of La Croix Blanche, step 4
A new mixed-use neighbourhood

Phytoremédiation in Mermoz
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Ecomaterials production develops 
in several stages: first, through the 
reuse of straw, the by-product of 
existing cereal farms, for building 
insulation. In a second phase, hemp 
and biomass can be introduced 
through crop rotation. 

The diversification of crops 
reinforces the local  ecosystem 
by reintroducing biodiversity into 
existing farmlands. Local food 
cycles are implemented based 
on the development of vegetable 
farming on small parcels of land.

The rise in taxes on commercial 
zones allows local authorities to 
renovate publics facilities using 
ecomaterials, notably straw, a 
byproduct of current cereal farming 
activities. The subsequent rise in 
demand for ecomaterials leads to 
a diversification of crops in local 
farmlands: hemp,biomass, but 
also vegetables and fish farms. 
To support the development 
of the ecomaterials industry, 
a process plant is built on the 
former airbase site, creating jobs 
and leading to a decrease in price 
of ecomaterials. These locally 
produced ecomaterials are used 
for housing renovation and new 
constructions. In the long terms, 
Semardel begins co-generating 
heat (in addition to electricity) 
from waste and is able to provide 
heat to surroundings residential 
neighbourhoods through a new 
system of district heating. 

Farmland

Crop rotation

Process unit for straw in airbase 217

Example of hemp production in Seine et Marne
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In residential neighbourhoods, 
the mutualisation of public open 
space for urban agriculture and 
the opening of public facilities 
(school grounds) as distribution 
sites for local vegetable farmers 
are two keys levers to support the 
development of local food systems. 
The decline of shopping centers, 
combined with the rise in demand 
for local food, allows local stores to 
reopen in the neighbourhood. In 
the long term, the diversification 
of functions leads to the creation 
of small office spaces in the area. 
The number of short travels  using 
active transportation (bike, walk) 
for shopping purposes rises. In 
addition, the consolidation of the 
ecomaterials and energy sectors 
in the region allows the therman 
insulation of the existing housing 
stock and the implementation of 
a district heating system in the 
neighbourhood.

residential neighbourhoods

Making public facilities accessible to 
the public to create small vegetable 
gardens or distribution centers 
is a key intervention that local 
municipalities can implemented 
to support community initiatives 
at a very low cost. 

We have tested the feasibility of 
creating a district heating system 
in a typical residential street. Our 
calculation(energy consumption 
of buildings / width of the 
heating network) shows that it is 
economically viable to implement 
such system in the neighbourhood. 

Using public spaces for shared gardens and using 
public facilities for distributing local food

Creation of a network of bike lanes, reintroduction 
of local stores in the neighbourhood

Using the school playground for distributing local 
food in Magny les Hameaux

Feasibility of a district heating system in Saintes 
Geneviève des Bois
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impact on greenhouse gaz emissions

Impact of thermal renovation of buildings 

12% of the buildings in Essonne (source INSEE) were built before 1946.
The Thermal insulation of these buildings is therefore omitted for heritage 
reasons. However, within the remaining 88%, built after 1946, two-thirds 
can be insulated from the outside, hence, 58% of the total housing stock. 
The average consumption of buildings in the territory is 315 kWh pe / m² 
/ year (@D). By simply performing a general energy renovation one can 
remarkably diminish the energy consumption of these buildings resulting 
in a rate of  80 kWh ep / m² / year. The average consumption of the housing 
stock would then be equivalent to 178 kWh pe m² / year. A building within 
the premises of the study area emits ≈ 1.33 million t CO2 per year in our 
study area. An energy renovation permits the notable reduction GHG 
emissions, rendering an annual rate of CO2 emission of 750 0000 t, a 
decrease of 43%. Consequently, on the totality of the study area the saving 
rate of GHG emissions is 13%. 

Impact of district-heating network 

Today in Essonne, 29% of the households are heated using collective central 
heating, 37% use individual central heating, and 33% use decentralized 
electric heating. The CO2 content per KWH ep for electric heating is ≈ 0.075 
kg CO2. For central heating (individual or collective) CO2 content per kWh 
is ≈ 0.22 kg CO2 (calculation performed using @D data for our study area). 
The deployment of a district heating system using renewable energy can 
dramatically reduce the CO2 content of kWh ep, giving a rate of ≈ 0.01 kg 
CO2 e / kWh ep (source ADEME), dividing the initial rate by 20. Half the 
households having individual central heating and three-quarters of those 
relying on collective central heating can be connected to a district-heating 

network. Consequently, GHG emissions will be divided by 20 for 40% of 
households on the territory. This saves 500,000 t CO2 e per year, a decrease 
of 38% in GHG emissions for the construction industry. Consequently, 
on the totality of the study area the saving rate of GHG emissions is 11%. 

Impact of diversification of agriculture 

By simply moving from an agricultural production relying mainly on wheat 
to a crop rotation including 15% of market gardening and 33% Hemp the 
GH emission can be divided by two. The average emission of CO2 for a 
wheat field is equivalent to 2800 kg / ha (ADEME). Applying diversification 
can easily diminish that number approximately 1400 kg of CO2 / ha. In the 
study area, the agricultural land dedicated to cereal crops is estimated to 
be 10,000 ha. Thus, 14,000 t CO2 emissions would be saved annually, or 
0.3% of the emissions of the territory. If the economy is fragile, an action 
like this would trigger others that will have an even greater effect, such 
as thermal insulation of buildings with eco-materials or consumption of 
local products.

Impact of local grocery stores

60% of journeys household-purchases are related to retail, and therefore 
are made by car (Enquête global transport). They constitute 0.3 trips per 
person per day on an average distance of 4,9km. By recreating a local offer, 
two-thirds of these trips can then be performed by active modes (cycling, 
walking). The average emissions of a car are ≈ 300 g CO2 / km. This saves 
about 441 g CO2 / person / day. Applying this rate to the study area the 
annual CO2 emission rate becomes 80,000 t, thus savings yearly 2% of 
greenhouse gases.
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Our proposal works as a global, coherent system, which, through a 
network of interactions amongst each intervention, progressively allows 
the rebalancing of functions throughout the region. Each neighbourhood, 
each space therefore becomes a multifunctional piece of a comprehensive 
puzzle characterized by complementary at all scales. This new model 
of urban development strengthens the resilience of the ‘sud francilien’ 
ecosystem by restoring and protecting the local biodiversity of people, 
places and activities.

In fine, the rebalancing of the region offers a better environment and 
quality of life to all its inhabitants, while at the same time significantly 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Recomposition of the local mosaic

The transition of the sud francilien region requires a rebalancing of all the 
different functions. The domination of large shopping centers prevents 
the emergence of new economic models, new modes of consumption and 
new lifestyles. By anticipating the decline of an economic model doomed 
to fail, our strategy brings out a new equilibrium in which shopping 
centers no longer play a problematic or destructive role. Furthermore, 
this rebalancing is a critical opportunity to create sustainable local jobs by 
developing the ecomaterials sector, reinforcing local farming, but also to 
reinject social life and services in suburban residential neighbourhoods.

Conclusion
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Anna ZETKULIC
24 * USA * Researcher , African Center for Cities 
and Development * anna.zetkulic.13@ucl.ac.uk

After working for National Geographic, I returned to academia to 
expand my undergraduate research on land rights issues in Buenos 
Aires’ informal settlements with planning and design solutions. I 
apprenticed as a ceramic artist and have studied Political Science and 
Anthropology in both the US and the UK, concentrating on urban 
regeneration and sustainable development. This summer, I will be 
interviewing private firms, public officials and NGO’s involved in 
transforming Cape Town’s urban form through several informal 
settlement upgrading projects.

Marion LOUBIERE
24 * France * Engineering, Environnement & 
Sustainable development *  
marion.loubiere@agroparistech.fr

Student at AgroParisTech master IDEA, I am passionate about issues 
related to resource management, environment and sustainable land 
management. Voluntary, positive and curious, I enjoy meeting people, 
discovering new themes and cultures while traveling and during 
professional experiences. As an Autonomous person, I also like to 
be part of a team in order to develop my ideas and experiences and 
equally benefit others. Moreover, being an athletic person, I like to 
renew some challenges.

B.K. SWASTIK 
25 * India * Architecture, Urban Planning * 
bkswastik@gmail.com

I have worked in Many professional Urban Design Projects like 
‘BSUP (Basic Services for Urban Poor) Slum Rehabilitation at Pune’, 
‘Rajiv Awas Yojana at Rangamatia, Bhubaneswar’ and Bus Rapid 
Transit System (BRTS) with Urban designer Prasanna Desai. Also 
worked in Navkar Architects, where I have handled many commercial 
and institutional projects.

Olesya SYOMINA 
23 * Russia * Architecture * Alise_Ch@mail.ru

My name is Olesya. I’m an architect, working in «Siberian Urban 
Lab». The June 2014 after six years of hard and exciting work I gra-
duate from Institute of Architecture and Construction of ISTU. One of 
the most bright moment in my studying was participation 14 session 
of Winter University of Urban Planning Design with winners team 
E «CITY NOMADS». It is a great honor for me to participate in the 
design of one of the greatest cities of the world.

Léa SCHAFFROT TAO
28 * France * Architecture *  
lea.tao.schaffroth@gmail.com

I studied architecture at Paris-Malaquai and did an exchange program 
in Buenos Aires where I focused on mobility problems in urban 
areas. For my master’s degree I studied the divided city of Mitrovica, 
Kosovo. Since my graduation I’ve been working as an urban designer 
in Paris and spent the last two years in Beijing. I am fascinated by the 
complexities of the city, particularly the way in which the inhabitants 
participate in changing their environment. Raised in a multicultural 
family, I love to discover new places, speak other languages and learn 
from others. 

Julien DE LEIRIS
 24 * France * M2 Public Political Analysis * 
deleirisjulien@gmail.com

Native of Grenoble (Isère) and 24 years old, I completed my studies 
at the Institute of Political Studies in Lyon. Currently at the end of 
Master 2 in Public Policy Analysis, I am particularly interested in the 
territorial planning, with particular attention to energy and urban poli-
cies. I was able to address these issues through an international angle 
during a year spent at the University of British Columbia (UBC) in 
Vancouver. Finally, a recent internship at the Paris Urban Planning 
workshop (APUR), allowed me to address the issue of economic 
development in Paris and its metropolitan area.

team a
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Vincent MORACCHINI
24 * France * Urban Planning *  
vincent.moracchini@gmail.com

I’m an inquisitive spirit, looking for new situations relating to matters 
of city. As an urban planner, I see myself as someone who allows the 
linking of different actors (from politicians to dwellers, as well as 
engineers and nonprofit organisations), then synthesizing in order to 
give the range of possible outcomes . It seems essential to me to make 
ground, alone, in groups, or with actors of the site, thus immersing 
in the site is essential. I am deeply passionate about the city in all its 
forms.

Louise FRANCOIS
24 * France * Engeneering, International Agro-
developpement * francoislouis76@gmail.com

Engineering Student in International Agro-Development I specialized 
in land use and water management. My education and training have 
allowed me to gain a wide variety of expertise in agronomy, ecology, 
hydrology and management, as well as in economics or sociology. I 
now want to steer my career more into urban studies and to partici-
pate in the design of urban planning projects related to sustainable 
development. That’s why I followed the online training (MOOC) 
proposed by the University of Montpellier 2 of the sustainable city.

Céline CHARELL 
24 * France * Architect, Training HMONP * 
charrel.c@hotmail.fr

Very sensitive to environmental and social issues, I focused my 
training on the topic of sustainable development, so as to work on the 
topic of territorial transition through architecture. I have since taken 
it to heart to explore the horizons of an eco-friendly architecture, 
questioning the human and social levers (shared housing), construc-
tion related levers (eco-materials, energy performance of buildings) or 
political and economic levers (development of Ambert countries).

Roy GARGY 
25 * India * Urban Design * roy.garg101@gmail.com

Brought up in a developing nation like India, has made me conscious 
about the city patterns of modern cities, environment and sustai-
nability issues, and has developed my interest. Presently cities are 
undergoing changes in social structure; which has caused concen-
trated habitats in urban area. I believe this is the time to change our 
consciousness and take a step towards sustainability and making 
cities more creative. Hence, I aim to work in shaping future cities and 
reshaping existing.

Laura KWIATKOWSKI
24 * France * Architecture, Urban Planning * 
kwiatkowski.laura@yahoo.fr

Being an architecture student, I would describe myself as pugnacious, 
inventive and motivated. I have been working on the energetic tran-
sition for two years now, this topic is central to my final project. The 
field of urban planning has allowed me to fully assimilate the team 
concept: act, listen, debate. I worked a lot on the future of rural areas 
in addition to the issue of business parks. The concept of resilience is 
also for me one of the major challenges of the coming decades.

Tessa SARE
29 * Australia * Architecture, Sustainable & Urban 
Development * tessa@moonstudiodesign.com

I am an inquisitive and passionate explorer of urban environments 
and great people-focused places. Over the past 7 years I have actively 
sought out a diverse range of projects and professional opportunities, 
in Australia and abroad, that would give me hands-on experience and 
allow me ‘learn by doing and living’ in different settings. I thrive in 
high-energy, dynamic and multidisciplinary teams and am passionate 
about finding creative, sustainable and effective solutions to urban 
and social planning issues and design-based challenges.
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team C

Tapan SHAH
26 * India * Architecture * tapanshah13@gmail.com

I’m Tapan shah, Architect/Urbanist, born in 1988. Lives and works 
in Ahmedabad, India. Graduated in Architecture from Gujarat 
University in 2005. Further on did my post graduation in Master of 
Architecture (Urban Design) form CEPT University(2011-2013), 
Ahmedabad, India. Work with India’s leading Architectural offices 
like CRDF, CEPT University (Ahmedabad, India) and ZZ Architects 
(Mumbai, India). In 2014 establishes my own office of architecture 
and urbanism. Currently I am also working as visiting professor at 
Growmore school of Architecture, Gujarat, India.

Alejandro ZAPATA 
21 * Colombia * Architecture *  
alejandro.zapata01@gmail.com

I’m a young architecture student with an inquisitive and curious 
character, sociable and diligent, ordered and methodical; I prefer wor-
king in teams as a join of diverse ideas. I’m early passionate about 
urban themes. I can synthesize ideas and issues utilizing my skills in 
hand drawing and writing expression. Aware of global problems, in 
my projects I look for questioning about the role of architecture in a 
transformation of human mentality.

Josephine PINATEL
28 * France * Landscape Engineering * 
josephinepinatel@gmail.com

I am a landscape engineer of 27 years, living in Mexico for almost 
a year. I work with an agronomist specializing in «permaculture» 
and participatory sites (farms, houses «autonomous» tanks ...). We 
founded a landscaping workshop in Valle de Bravo. Projects that we 
are dealing with range from teaching farms, to gardens where we spe-
cifically use only native species or fruit, also working on public areas 
of the UNAM Morelia (Autonomous University of Mexico).

Thomas VIGUIER 
29 * France * Architecture, Urban Planning * 
ginkhoma@hotmail.fr

Holder of the state diploma of architecture, I completed this training 
with a Masters degree in Urban Planning. I chose my professional in-
ternships with the willingness to work as an architect and urban plan-
ner. They gave me the opportunity to develop my skills in teamwork, 
research, site analysis, and communication and proposal breakdown. 
I am deeply committed, curious, and a good listener. Passionate about 
my job, I continue to develop my dual training through conferences 
and involvement in local development associations.

Edith CHEZEL
30 * France - Urban Planning *  
edith_chezel@hotmail.com

«Think global, act local! «A phrase that could describe me summarize 
my career and how I went from international relations to land use. 
All that to really live *. * live: from within, participate in the world 
in the making and plotting a way of life, contribute to the weaving 
and its mesh. (Tim Ingold) think, act, live, but listen, observe, walk, 
look, laugh, dance, meet and create. Create with others, for everyone, 
gardening, cooking, or elsewhere.
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Laurie LOISON
25 * France * Territorial studies & Urban Planning 
* laurie.loison@gmail.com

Urban planner trained in both Political Sciences and Urban Planning, 
I yearn for cross-disciplinary initiatives and collective work. Over 
time, I have become particularly interested in urban design, partici-
patory planning processes and adaptive re-use of the existing built 
environment. A direct consequence of my international experience, 
I am very aware of the importance of local cultures and attentive to 
develop place-specific planning and design interventions.

Horcel SOKENG FEUYEM 
25 * Cameroon * Architecture, Urban Planning * 
sokeng2008@ymail.com

I am an architect and urban planner at the end of training, after 
six years at EAMAU (African School of Crafts Architecture and 
Urbanism), I am fully operational for the labour market. But before I 
start there, I really desire to repeat the experience I had in Porto-Novo 
workshop 2012. My love for challenges and adventures made me try 
several, very edifying extracurricular activities. I have always been 
guided by work,open-mindedness and curiosity. I firmly believe that 
the best is yet to come. I fully endorse the quote «alone I go faster, 
together we go further.

Sneha RAJE
28 * India * Architecture, Landscape Design * 
sneharaje9386@gmail.com

I am a nature lover at heart, love travelling and exploring. “Loosen 
yourself” is my motto in life like wise I believe in giving my 100% to 
anything I get into. I am very passionate about plants and art. I enjoy 
my profession and it makes me content when I see my thoughts mate-
rialize . Meeting likeminded people, sharing ideas and experiences, 
travelling to historic and interesting places, feasting on the local foods 
and flourishing in my landscape architecture practice is what I see 
myself doing in future.

Romain MAROLLEAU
28 * France * Architecture, Construction and 
Sustainable Habitat * marolleau1@hotmail.com

As an Architect, I have worked for the past four years in the architec-
tural firm of Semon Rapaport et associé (Seine et Marne). I’m Cap-
tivated in environmental issues, which lead me to start my reflection 
during my studies in architecture, either on materials (participatory 
construction on raw land), or concerning the matter of integration 
with the environment and even tackling the use of resources (College 
Project on an autonomous island) .I am currently perusing a specia-
lized Masters degree in Construction and Sustainable Habitat (offered 
by the ESTP and Arts and Crafts) in order to complete my knowledge 
and continue my approach.

Lucy HUANG 
24 * Canada * Landscape Architecture *  
lucy-304@hotmail.com

I was born and raised in China until I turned 14 when my parents sent 
me to Canada on my own. I went to boarding school since I was six 
years old. This experience made me a more independent person at an 
early age. I went to university at the University of British Columbia 
in Canada, and got my undergraduate degree in Bachelor of Science 
in Natural Resource Conservation. In 2013, a year after I graduated, 
I decided to challenge myself in a new field, Landscape Architecture. 
Therefore, I came back to China to start my Master degree in the 
School of Landscape Architecture.
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Baptiste DURAND 
France * Pilot * b.durand@aftrp.com

Graduated with an architecture degree, a training during which I 
quickly caught interest in urban issues. I chose to do my job on the 
side of project management because it is what determines the condi-
tions for practicing the planning procedure. However I could through 
the urban planning workshop AFTRP keep one foot in planning. Les 
Ateliers is an area of freedom and positive subversion, which may 
leave deep scars on people and their way of seeing the world. 

Jean Michel VINCENT
France * Pilot * jeanmichel.vincent@wanadoo.fr

Public works Engineer and urban planner, he worked in the public 
establishment of Automation of the New City of Cergy-Pontoise, and 
was later in charge of the Grand Lovre project. He then held various 
positions within the SNCF. He has participated several times in 
workshops, as participant and member of the jury and co-Piloted stu-
dent workshops. He served as the director of sustainable development 
in the Director of Sustainable development DRIEA ile de France. He 
taught in two schools of engineer: ESTP and Arts et Metiers.

Benoit VERNIERE 
France * Pilot * bverniere@hotmail.com

Civil engineer of the state and holds an MA in political science. eight 
years of experience in research, negotiation and projects mainly in 
the field of transport and land use. My experience is also marked by 
a strong interest in innovation: development of cooperation between 
communities, creating a planning agency in Essonne, creation and 
development of the Public Development Orly Rungis Seine Upstream 
(35 employees TODAY ‘hui)

Claire VIGE HELIE
France * Director * Claire.vigehelie@ateliers.org 

I studied the urban economy in a business school, ESSEC, and I 
worked in the field of transport and infrastructure management. Then 
I spent 2 years in Mexico working on projects of urban development 
and infrastructure for the French Development Agency. I discovered 
“Les Ateliers” in Cergy in 2008, participating in a workshop session 
on the crossing of cities by large infrastructure, then being an assistant 
in a workshop in Manchuria. I Rode for good with “Les Ateliers” in 
2012 for new adventures, Benin, Mexico, India and Cameroon. I love 
discovering new cities, find my way, and finding breathtaking places.

Léa MORFOISSE
France * Deputy director *  
lea.morfoisse@ateliers.org

I discovered my interest in urban issues during my stay in Vietnam in 
2009/2010. After completing a Masters in Political Science in June 
2011, I joined “Les Ateliers” team to participate in the organization 
of the international seminar and the student workshop at Cergy on the 
theme «Revealing and staging the metropolitan landscape. I also par-
ticipated in February 2012 in the student workshop in Irkutsk (Sibe-
ria). I love living abroad, learning new languages, experiencing new 
situations in life, and I’m always open to encounters and adventures.
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Hélène TOUMANOFF 
France * Coordinator *  
helene.toumanoff@ateliers.org

After studying 4 years product design at Esad Orleans and got a 
DNAP, I joined a the professional masters program in project mana-
gement culture at the University Paris Sorbonne. After graduating in 
December 2013, I started working with Les Ateliers as responsible for 
coordinating the transition workshop 2014. I also continue to follow 
other cultural projects related to my specialization in the performing 
arts and will integrate for example during the festival, the team of 
Cirque du Village to be held in October 2014 in Paris.

Lorraine PEYNICHOU
France * Pilot assistant *  
lorraine.peynichou@gmail.com

Doctoral student in urban planning thesis Lab’Urba, I am the assistant 
driver for the Paris workshop 2014 The subject of my thesis is self-
management and urban services in France and Mexico. My role in the 
workshops is to participate in the design of scientific documents to 
guide the work of the selected participants. Along with my profes-
sional activities, I am invested in arts organizations in particular in 
connection with the theater and Latin American cultures.

Samer HAYEK 
Lebanon * Team Assistant *  
samer.c.hayek@gmail.com

I would say I’m a multidisciplinary person. I always like to expe-
rience new things and work in as many fields as possible. From archi-
tecture, my original profession, to Product design & scenic design, as 
well as urban planning and landscape design and many more to come. 
I also have a passion for discovering new cultures new people and 
learning new languages. A free soul, I like to spread my wings and let 
the wind carry me, just as it did with “les ateliers” starting from a par-
ticipant in the Irkutsk (Siberia) workshop in 2010 to a head assistant 
in the same workshop in 2012 and now as an assistant in Cergy for 
the second time.

Guillaume FARBOS
France * Team Assistant *  
guillaume.farbos@gmail.com

Passionate about Urban planning and architecture, I am eager to par-
ticipate, as assistant, in the workshop on the energetic and ecological 
transition of the southern Paris region. In my work, I like to highlight 
and project the multidisciplinary reflections on the territory thinking 
on different scales, from the metropolitan level all the way to the 
architectural detail. Sharing ideas in an multinational and multidis-
ciplinary team is a challenging and stimulating framework is more 
challenging both intellectually and in terms of graphic production. It 
is an experience that I had the chance to lead in several projects. thus 
renewing this experience is a matter dear to my heart.

Konstantin ZDYSHEV
Russia * Team Assistant * zdyshev.kl@gmail.com

My passion for architecture appeared since my first studying course, 
when I took part in different contests and festivals in Irkutsk and 
Krasnoyarsk. The last semester of my architecture education was at 
the Technical University of Vienna. Now I finished my first year of 
my Master degree with urban planning at Irkutsk State technical uni-
versity and also I have a three years experience of working with city 
planning. Last year I was a participant at Les Ateliers workshop and 
it was a great experience to share my skills with other participants, 
and got a new knowledge of others specialists. I’m pretty sure that 
teamwork and the exchange of skills between specialists is the engine 
of progress.

Sameh ARFAOUI
Tunisia * Organisational Assistant *  
sameh.arfaoui@ateliers.org

Born in 1987 in Tunis, Sameh studied English for International 
Relations and had a B.A. in Space Design. She is now completing a 
master degree on heritage and museography. Passionate of photogra-
phy, she is active within the cultural and associative scene. Sameh 
participated in several exhibitions and festivals, in Tunisia and cities 
such as Perpignan, Madrid, Maribor, Sao Paulo, Montreal, etc. She 
was also an assistant in Paris in 2013, and in Irkutsk, Siberia, in 2014.
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Melissa CAZEAU 
France * Organisational Trainee *  
melissa.cazeau@gmail.com

After my BTS Graphic Design, I decided to continue my studies in 
the field of cultural and artistic events communication. My skills have 
allowed me to have a global vision of the world of communication, 
from strategy, to conceptualization and creation. As a lively and 
willing person, teamwork appeals to me. Les Ateliers is a learning 
experience for me because it is the ideal way to associate sharing to 
creativity.

Anita MOLINERO
France * Artist 

Anita Molinero, employs undisguised “junk” as the primal matter of 
her sculptures dangerously exposing them to the risk of their going 
unrecognised as works of art because their status as rejected rubbish 
is difficult to shake off. Anita Molinero uncompromisingly confronts 
us with plastic objects and polystyrene foam, discarded containers 
and rubbish bags. These are literally derelict sculptures, caught in a 
state of feebleness like characters in a play by Beckett, constantly 
gnawing away at their own desolation and solitude, yet profundly 
human in their halting, inadequate expression and awareness of their 
abandonment. (Taken from Yves Michaud - 1998)

Michel BLAZY 
France * Artist

Michel Blazy works solely with living things to explore the very basic 
physical aspects of our existence - time, space and body. He attempts 
to create multi-sensorial and changing spaces and sculptures to show 
the uncertainties of our condition: the insects that conglomerate on 
his pieces, like the visitors that walk on or into his works accidently 
create a story and ask questions. Placing his audience face to face 
with the fragility of conserving the living, so as to force them to look 
at the natural processes that surround us, the passage of time and the 
disturbing beauty of our biggest fear: decay.

Morgan BOURGEOIS
France * Administrative assistant *  
morgan.bourgeois@ateliers.org

Morgan was born in 1992 in Bordeaux, He currently resides in 
the Cergy-Pontoise.After completing a high school he began 
studies in Economic and Social Administration at the University 
Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense. He worked temporarily for Les 
Ateliers in July 2012 and then in 2013 joined the permanent staff 
of the Les Ateliers administrative assistant since October 2013.

STAFF MEMBERS

ARTISTS
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Presidency of the Jury

Guy Bonneau	 Vice-Chairman of the Essonne General Council in charge  
	 of integration, social economy, solidarity and employment

Corinne Lamarque	 Director of Planning and Development at Grand  
	 Paris Aménagement

State and local authorities  

Laurent Bourderaux	 Director of the Chamarande and Méréville public estates

Anne Flamant	 Responsible of the relation with the public,  
	 Chamarande estate 

Cristina Garcez	 Head of the Bureau of territorial strategies, sub-department  
	 of sustainable development, Ministry of Housing, Equality  
	 of territories and Rural Policy 

Francine Gibaud	 Head of the International Mission of Urban Planning  
	 and Housing, Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable  
	 Development and Energy 

Emmanuel Michaud	 Head of the Visual Arts Department, Regional Department  
	 of Cultural Affairs of the Ile-de-France region

Véronique Monsénégo	 Manager of the department “Territories and metropolis”,  
	 Regional Department for Equipment and Planning 

Claire Robillard	 Vice-Chairman of the Essonne General Council, in charge  
	 of sustainable development, environment and agriculture

Sibylle Samoyault	 Head of the Architecture Department, Regional Department  
	 of Cultural Affairs of the Ile-de-France region 

île-De-France Institutions

Marc Amiot	 Coordinator of the Southern Territories at the Chamber of  
	 Commerce and Industry of the Essonne area 

Fouad Awada	 Director of the Department of Planning and Development 
	 of theterritories at the Institute of Urban Planning and  
	 Development of the Ile-de-France region

Jean-Jacques Boussaingault	 Chairman of the French Regional Park Le Gâtinais 

Gilles Bouvelot	 General Director of the Public Institution of Real Estate  
	 of the Ile-de-France region

Julien Custot	 General Secretary of Senart Public Institution for Planning

Evelyne Lucas	 Director of the Essonne Council for Architecture,  
	 Urban planning and the Environment

Private Stakeholders

Franck Chauveau	 Director of the Territorial Development of Essonne, EDF 

Raphaël Ménard	 Administrator of the Egis Foundation 

Lionelle Maschino	 Director of the Greater Paris mission at Veolia  
	 Environnement 

Marc Rajade	 CEO, SEMARDEL Group 

Michel Dulimon	 Director of Development and Promotion of the  
	 ARCADE Group

Marc Boyer	 Chairman of Sun BBF and S2T	

jury members
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Experts and Universities 

Elizabeth Auclair	 Lecturer in Planning at the University of Cergy-Pontoise 

Laurent Bécard	 Architect and Urban Planner, Agency Bécard & Palay 

Michel Blazy	 Artist

Lola Davidson	 Deputy General Secretary of the International  
	 Urban Development Association 

Anne Durand	 Architect, Atelier Anne Durand 

Michel Hoessler	 Landscape and urban planner, associate of the TER Agency 
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