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Manifesto of the cities

Ljubljana, Slovenia

Ljubljana is the capital city of Slovenia and
despite being relatively small with only 280.000
inhabitants, it offers a delightful blend of
history, culture, and art. Throughout its history,
Ljubljana has experienced various changes,
from its early prehistoric times to hosting Celts,
Romans, and Slavic tribes. It was later ruled by
the Austro-Hungarian Empire and became part
of Yugoslavia until Slovenia's independence in
1991. Today, the city continues to evolve, and
two notable transformations are the Cukrarna
gallery and the new cultural center Rog. These
projects repurpose old industrial buildings,
providing cultural spaces for allowing artists to
grow. They also raise concerns about the lack of
greenery and inclusivity. The projects are a good
opportunity to rethink the importance of
sustainable and inclusive changes in the city,
considering the challenges posed by climate
change and social equity. Other recent
transformations in the city include
pedestrianization and ban of motor vehicles in
the city center, more green spaces, and social
and event areas.

Gothenburg, Sweden

Located on the west coast of Sweden, Gothenburg
is the second largest city in Sweden with a
population of almost half a million. To contribute to
a sustainable regional expansion, a total of 8 km of
underground railway tunnels are being built
under the city. The project Vastlanken includes
several construction sites around Gothenburg,
which are shielded off by high plank panels. The
plank panels are used as a space for creative art
displays, often with a conceptual connection to
the construction site or information about the
project. For the 400-year-anniversary of the city,
the art on some panels even told the history of
the city. This project is an example of how to
combine transformation and art as a way of
communicating changes in the city. It is a way of
beautifying transformations and an attempt to
alleviate negative impacts of change in the city.

Budapest, Hungary

Budapest is Hungary's main political,
commercial, and transportation center and
largest city. It is located on both sides of the
Danube, known as the "Pearl of the Danube",
and is listed as one of the precious world
heritages. In the past, it were two cities that were
far away from each other. After several centuries
of expansion, they city was formed in 1873 by the
merger of the cities of Buda and Old Buda on the
left bank of the Danube and the city of Pest on
the right bank. The two cities are connected by
8 bridges, forming a peculiar scene, making the
Hungarian capital a rare beautiful twin city in
the world. It has undergone major changes in
many places in recent years, e.g., in human
culture, art background, transportation, and
architecture. Examples are the newly built
Néprajzi Mizeum and Pénz muzeum and the
complex process of rebuilding the chain
bridge.

Beijing, China

Beijing is the capital city of the People's
Republic of China, with a rich history dating
back over 3,000 years. It serves as the
economic, cultural and political center of the
country, hosting the headquarters of the
Chinese government, including the State
Council and the Communist Party of China.
The 7.8-kilometre-long Central Axis is an
important urban planning concept that runs
through the centre of Beijing, connecting
several major historical and cultural
landmarks in a straight line. It is 2 prominent
feature of Beijing's urban layout and
architectural design. Through the construction
of the central axis, it can fully reflect the
construction policy and traditional
aesthetics of Beijing from ancient to modern
times.
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Cergy, France

Cergy is a vibrant city located in the lle-de-
France region with a population of ca. 65,000
inhabitants. It is known for its diverse
community and modern urban planning and
its proximity to Paris makes it convenient for
residents to access employment and cultural
activities in the capital. Cergy has recently
undergone notable transformations, one
significant project being the renovation of
Cergy-Préfecture train station. This initiative
aims to improve transportation
infrastructure and enhance connectivity for
residents and commuters. The city boasts
numerous parks, gardens, and outdoor areas,
providing residents with opportunities for
relaxation, exercise, and leisurely pursuits. The
Axe Majeur, a majestic axis and park, stands as
a prominent landmark, attracting visitors with
its stunning views and serving as a gathering
place for community events and celebrations.



